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Abstract:

The present study entitled “To Study the Creativity of High School Students with Effect
on Their Vocational Interests” aims to investigate the relationship between creativity and
vocational interests among high school students. Creativity plays an important role in the overall
development of students and influences their thinking ability, problem-solving skills, innovation, and
career aspirations. Vocational interest, on the other hand, helps students choose suitable educational
and occupational fields according to their abilities and preferences. The study examines whether
different levels of vocational interest have a significant effect on the creativity of high school students.
The descriptive survey method was employed for the investigation. A representative sample of high
school students was selected through random sampling from various schools. Standardized tools for
measuring creativity and vocational interests were used for data collection. Statistical techniques such
as mean, standard deviation, correlation, and t-test were applied for analysis and interpretation of the
data.

The findings of the study indicate that there exists a positive relationship between creativity
and vocational interests among high school students. Students with higher vocational interests were
found to possess comparatively higher levels of creativity. The study also reveals differences in
creativity among students having varied vocational preferences. These findings emphasize the
importance of providing vocational guidance and creative learning opportunities at the secondary
school level. The study suggests that schools should promote creative activities, career awareness
programs, and skill-based education to help students develop both creativity and vocational
competence for future success.
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Introduction:

Education at the secondary level is considered a crucial stage in the overall development of
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students, as it significantly influences their academic achievement, personality formation, and future
career choices. Adolescence is a period during which students begin to recognize their abilities,
interests, and aspirations related to different occupations. In the rapidly changing world of science,
technology, and globalization, creativity has become an essential quality for success in both
educational and vocational fields. Creativity encourages originality, problem-solving ability,
flexibility, and innovative thinking, which are important for adapting to the demands of modern society
(Torrance, 1974).

Vocational interest refers to an individual’s preference, attraction, or inclination toward a
particular occupation or career field. According to Super (1957), vocational interests play an important
role in career development and occupational adjustment. Students’ vocational interests are shaped by
several factors such as intelligence, personality, environment, socio-economic status, aptitude, and
creativity. Secondary school students are at a decisive stage where appropriate vocational guidance
can help them make suitable career choices and prepare for future employment opportunities.

Creativity has been widely recognized as a significant psychological and educational construct.
Guilford (1967) emphasized that creativity involves divergent thinking, originality, fluency, and
flexibility. Creative students tend to explore new ideas, take intellectual risks, and demonstrate
curiosity toward various professional fields. Such characteristics may directly or indirectly influence
their vocational interests and occupational aspirations. For example, highly creative students may show
greater interest in artistic, scientific, technological, or entrepreneurial careers that allow innovation and
self-expression.

In recent years, educational researchers and psychologists have shown increasing interest in
examining the relationship between creativity and vocational interests among students. Understanding
this relationship is important because it helps educators and counselors identify students’ creative
potential and guide them toward suitable vocational paths. Furthermore, schools play a significant role
in nurturing creativity through curricular and co-curricular activities, thereby influencing students’
career awareness and vocational development.

The present study focuses on examining the impact of creativity on the vocational interests of
secondary level students. The study aims to explore whether students with different levels of creativity
differ in their vocational preferences and interests. It also seeks to analyze the influence of factors such
as gender and educational background on creativity and vocational interests. The findings of the study
may prove useful for teachers, parents, counselors, and policymakers in designing effective
educational programs, vocational guidance services, and creative learning environments for students
at the secondary level.

Theoretical Framework of Creativity and Vocational Interest:

The theoretical framework for studying the relationship between creativity and vocational
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interests of secondary level students is grounded in established psychological and career development
theories that explain both creative functioning and the formation of vocational preferences.

Creativity is commonly conceptualized through the works of Guilford (1950), who introduced
the structure of intellect model and emphasized divergent thinking as a core component of creativity.
Divergent thinking involves fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration, which are essential
indicators of creative potential. Torrance (1974) further expanded this perspective by developing the
Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT), highlighting creativity as a measurable cognitive ability
that can be nurtured through education. These theories suggest that creativity is not a fixed trait but a
developable capacity influenced by learning experiences and environmental stimulation.

Vocational interest, on the other hand, is widely explained through Holland’s Theory of Career
Choice (RIASEC model) (Holland, 1997). Holland classified vocational interests into six types
Realistic, Investigative, Artistic, Social, Enterprising, and Conventional arguing that individuals tend
to select careers that align with their personality types and interests. Similarly, Super’s Life-Span, Life-
Space Theory (Super, 1990) emphasizes that vocational interests develop over time through self-
concept formation, experiences, and changing life roles. Roe’s Theory of Occupational Choice (Roe,
1956) also highlights early childhood experiences and emotional environments as key determinants of
career preferences.

The integration of creativity with vocational interest is supported by the strong alignment
between creative thinking and the “Artistic” and “Investigative” dimensions of Holland’s model.
Creative individuals often demonstrate preferences for occupations that allow innovation, problem-
solving, expression, and originality. Thus, students with higher creativity levels are more likely to
show interest in artistic, scientific, and entrepreneurial vocations.

In the context of secondary education, the theoretical framework posits that creativity acts as a
significant predictor of vocational interest patterns. Educational environments that encourage
divergent thinking, problem-solving, and innovation are likely to broaden students’ awareness of
career options and strengthen their vocational clarity.

Need and Significance of the Study:

In the contemporary educational scenario, the development of creativity among students has
become an important objective of school education. Rapid advancements in science, technology,
industry, and communication have increased the demand for individuals who possess innovative
thinking, problem-solving abilities, and adaptability. Secondary education is a crucial stage where
students begin to identify their interests, abilities, and future career aspirations. Therefore,
understanding the relationship between creativity and vocational interests is essential for promoting
students’ educational and occupational development.

Vocational interest plays a vital role in helping students make appropriate career choices and
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achieve satisfaction in their professional lives. According to Super (1957), vocational interests
influence occupational preferences and career adjustment. Students with clear vocational interests are
more likely to choose careers that match their abilities and personality traits. However, in many
schools, vocational guidance is often provided without considering the creative potential of students.
As a result, students may select careers that do not fully utilize their talents and innovative capacities.
Creativity is considered one of the key components of intellectual and personal growth. Guilford
(1967) emphasized that creativity involves divergent thinking, originality, flexibility, and fluency.
Similarly, Torrance (1974) highlighted that creativity enables individuals to generate new ideas and
adapt effectively to changing situations. Creative students generally demonstrate curiosity,
imagination, and a willingness to explore different career opportunities. These characteristics may
significantly influence their vocational interests and occupational aspirations.

The need for the present study arises from the growing importance of career education and
creative learning in secondary schools. In today’s competitive world, students require guidance that
not only identifies their vocational interests but also nurtures their creative abilities. Studying the
impact of creativity on vocational interests can help educators and counselors understand how
creativity shapes students’ career preferences and future goals. Such understanding may contribute to
the development of effective guidance and counseling programs in schools.

The study is also significant because it may help teachers identify creative students and
encourage them toward suitable vocational fields. It can assist parents in understanding the interests
and talents of their children and support them in making appropriate educational and career decisions.
Furthermore, the findings of the study may help curriculum planners and policymakers design
educational strategies that foster creativity and vocational awareness simultaneously.

The significance of the study extends to educational psychology and guidance research as well.
It may provide valuable data regarding the relationship between creativity and vocational interests
among secondary level students and contribute to future research in this area. The study may also
promote awareness about the importance of creativity in career development and encourage schools to
provide a learning environment that supports innovation, exploration, and career readiness.

Thus, the present study is important for students, teachers, counselors, parents, and educational
administrators, as it seeks to explore the role of creativity in shaping the vocational interests of
secondary-level students and promoting their overall educational and professional development.
Previous Research Studies on Creativity and Vocational Interest

A review of previous studies on creativity and vocational interest reveals a consistent
relationship between students’ creative abilities and their career preferences. Researchers across
psychology and education have examined how creativity influences occupational choices, particularly

among adolescents and secondary school students.
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Guilford (1950) laid the foundation for creativity research by emphasizing divergent thinking
as a key cognitive process. Following this, Torrance (1974) demonstrated through longitudinal studies
that students with higher scores on creativity tests tend to show greater adaptability and openness
toward diverse vocational fields. His findings also indicated that creative students are more inclined
toward careers requiring imagination and problem-solving.

Holland (1997), in his extensive work on vocational interests, found that individuals with high
Artistic and Investigative orientations often exhibit stronger creative abilities. Studies based on the
RIASEC model have repeatedly shown that students who prefer Artistic occupations (such as design,
music, writing, and media) tend to score higher on creativity measures compared to those in
Conventional or Realistic categories.

In the Indian context, research by Kaur (2004) and Singh (2012) highlighted that creativity
significantly influences career aspirations among secondary school students. These studies reported
that students with higher creativity levels showed greater interest in professions such as teaching, fine
arts, journalism, and scientific research. Similarly, Sharma and Gupta (2015) found a positive
correlation between creativity and vocational maturity, suggesting that creative students make more
informed and flexible career decisions.

Research conducted by Saxena (2018) also revealed gender differences in creativity and
vocational interest, with female students showing higher preference for Artistic and Social
occupations, while male students leaned toward Realistic and Enterprising fields. However, creativity
was found to enhance vocational interest across all categories.

Overall, previous studies consistently support the idea that creativity is significantly associated
with vocational interest, particularly in domains that require innovation, imagination, and problem-
solving abilities.

Methodology:
Independent Variable: Creativity
Dependent Variable: Vocational Interest

Research Method: The survey method will be employed in the present study
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Fig. 01: Independent Variable (Creativity), Dependent Variable (Vocational Interest)
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Population:

Students (both male and female) are studying at the secondary level in urban and rural schools
across Bilaspur District. This research study will be conducted using simple random sampling.
Research Instruments:

Creativity Scale — Dr. B.K. Passi
Vocational Interest Scale — Dr. S.P. Kulshreshtha
Objectives:
¢ To study the level of creativity among secondary school students.
¢ To study the vocational interest of secondary school students.
+ To find the correlation between creativity and vocational interest of secondary school students.
Research Questions:
+ Will there be a correlation between creativity and vocational interests among secondary-level
students?
Research Hypotheses:

Ho1 A significant correlation will be found between creativity and vocational interest among
secondary-level students.

It is generally believed that a relationship exists between creativity and vocational interest.
Creativity influences most professions. If creativity is not commercialised, it begins to fade away. The
creativity found in a student can be expanded and transformed into a vocation. Consequently,
Hypothesis Hos was formulated to investigate the relationship between creativity and vocational
interest.

Table No. 01

Correlation Coefficient between Creativity and Vocational Interest of Secondary-Level Students

Sr. No | Variables Sample Size (N) | df ‘r’ Value | Significance | Level
1 Creativity 200
398 | 0.3726 There is a | Moderate
2 Vocational 200 significant | Positive
Interest correlation. | Correlation

It is evident from the above table that the correlation coefficient 'r' was calculated to examine
the correlation between the creativity and vocational interest of the students. At 398 degrees of freedom
(d.f.), the calculated correlation coefficient and the table value of the correlation coefficient are r =
0.3726 and r = 0.181, respectively. The calculated value of the correlation coefficient (r) exceeds the
tabulated value. Therefore, a significant correlation exists between creativity and vocational interest.

Furthermore, a positive correlation of a moderate degree was observed.
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Conclusion and Analysis:

Based on the above analysis, it is concluded that there is a significant correlation between
creativity and vocational interest. Consequently, Hypothesis No.Ho is accepted. This relationship is
of a moderate positive nature. It is hypothesized that if students possess a high level of creativity, their
vocational interests will also be high; conversely, if their creativity is low, their vocational interests
will likewise be low. Following the statistical analysis of the data, a moderate positive correlation was
observed between the students' creativity and their vocational interests. The underlying reason for this
lies in the fact that, in the contemporary educational landscape, the teaching-learning process has
become child-centric. In addition to the prescribed curriculum taught within schools, education is
imparted through various other mediums of communication and diverse pedagogical methods, thereby
enabling students to learn by doing and ensuring that their acquired knowledge becomes enduring.
Consequently, this fosters the development of the students' creative potential. As this creative potential
evolves, their interest in various vocational fields also increases.

Educational Significance of the Study:

» To determine the extent to which a child's capacity to overcome situational obstacles and realize
their vocational interests is enhanced when their scientific creativity is high.

» This will foster the development of adjustment capabilities among students.

Suggestions:
Suggestions for Teachers:

» Students should be made aware of the significance of small-scale enterprises, keeping local
requirements in mind.

» Students should be provided with information regarding how creativity can be commercialized
and how this process aids in achieving success. They should also be guided in the creation of
self-designed, improvised tools and equipment.

» Alongside general education, students should also receive vocational training to foster the
development of their professional aptitude.

Suggestions for Schools and Administration:

» To foster creativity and develop vocational interests, programs involving field trips—such as

visits to local industries, natural sites, museums, and science fairs—should be organized.
Suggestions for Future Research:

» A study on the impact of economic status on students' vocational interests.

» A comparative study of the vocational interests of students belonging to high and low socio-
economic strata.
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